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• Name and address (or description of the location) of the building / feature 

 

Honresfeld House 
Honresfeld, Halifax Road, Littleborough, OL15 0JF. The NGR is SD 94739 16849 

 

 

• Type of asset: 

 

[ x ]  Individual building 

 

• The reason for nomination with reference to the Council's criteria for selection 

 

Honresfeld house is currently vacant and its significance is now at risk due to the risk of 

development, theft and vandalism. The property does not fall within the boundaries of a 

conservation area and Historic England does not consider it to be significant enough to be 

nationally listed. Local listing would give this building added protection.  

 
Honresfeld is considered to be generally of medium significance for historic, aesthetic and evidential 

values. The building is historically linked to the former woollen mills at Lydgate and Durns in 

Littleborough, and is a typical example of a local mill-owner’s house designed by an architect of 

national repute. The building has significance for its historic and architectural association with 

Benjamin Ferrey, an architect of national renown. 

 

The late twentieth century extensions have no historic significance and are not included in the local 

listing, although the curtilage and boundary features are included. 

 

• History of the building / feature if known 

 
Honresfeld is a typical example of a Victorian mill owner’s house designed in gothic revival style, and 

retaining some good quality interiors. It was designed by a well-regarded London architect, Benjamin 

Ferrey, and built for the local Laws family. No date stone is attached to the building, but the Pevsner 

architectural guide for South East Lancashire states that it was built in 1873. The building was 

converted into a residential care home by Leonard Cheshire Trust in the 1950s and has been 

significantly altered in the late 20th century. The care home has recently closed and the building is 

now vacant (March 2017). 

 

It is designed in an austere Gothic style typical of mid Victorian villas, broadly Elizabethan in 

inspiration, with an asymmetrical footprint and elevations and a roof scape enlivened with gables 

and chimneys. The two-storey house is built of coursed rock-faced local sandstone, with ashlar used 

for details such as coped verges, windows and doorways. The windows are mullioned and 

transomed in stone. The steeply pitched roofs are covered in Welsh slates, with gables facing north 

and south, and a section of decorated parapet to the north. The house was built with attics in the 

roof space, but windows have been blocked. The architectural quality of the exterior is fairly modest, 

although some of the interiors are quite lavish and worth retaining.  Elements of the late nineteenth 

century villa landscaping, including the boundary walls, driveways, two drive entrances, lawns and 



terracing, remnants of pathways and mature trees appear to survive. The garden and landscape 

setting of the building has been damaged by the late 20th century additions, but the front garden, 

boundaries and perimeter trees are fairly intact and with the drives, the gardens contributes to the 

significance of the building. 

 

• Any other relevant information (the condition of the building etc.) 

 
The building is currently vacant and in good condition.  A number of late twentieth century 

extensions have been built onto the structure and these make a negative contribution to the 

building.  However, these can be relatively easily removed and this would enhance the original 

building considerably.  These should not form part of the local listing. 

 

• Photographs including a shot of the entire building / feature 

 

 

 

  



 
Main hall 

 

 

Coat of arms above fireplace Mosaic flooring     



 
  

 

 Interior features including historic stonework, woodwork and tiling 

 

  



Name:    Kaija-luisa Kurik 

 

Date of submission: 3 March 2017 

 

Contact details: kaija-luisa.kurik@rochdale.gov.uk  

 
Completed forms should be emailed or sent to: conservationand.design@rochdale.gov.uk 

 

Local List of Heritage Assets  

Rochdale Borough Council 

Floor 3, Number One Riverside, 

Smith Street, 

Rochdale OL16 1XU 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Date of site visit:  11 October 2016 

 

Selection Criteria 

The overarching criteria for including buildings, structures and monuments in the local list include 

historic/social/local interest, architectural interest and environmental significance. 

 

Historic/Social/Local interest 

• There is an association with a well-known person or an event.  

• The building or structure is a good or rare example of its type which survives in a reasonable 

state and illustrates an element of social or economic history.  

• The building or structure illustrates important aspects of the boroughs economic, social, 

religious or cultural history. 

• The building is an example of the development of a settlement as a sole surviving element of 

part of a group.  

• The building is an important survival of the boroughs industrial or cooperative heritage. 

•  Assets have historically marked important moments in the landscape and provide 

punctuation to streets or mark arrival points.  

 

 

Architectural interest 

• Built before 1840 and includes original details or if later then of high significance in terms of 

architectural style or technology or an earliest survivor of a type.  

• The building is by an architect/engineer or designer of national note.  

• The building is by an architect/engineer or designer of local note. 

• The building is of a style and design unique to the area and a good survival of that type. 

• The building is similar to other statutorily Listed Buildings in the area and a good survival of 

that type. 



• The building is part of a group of other historic buildings (Listed or not) that form part of an 

important historical townscape or planned townscape.  

• The building is a good example of an innovative or locally pure form of construction or use of 

local or now redundant materials.  

• The building is a local landmark or monument.  

• The structure is a rare surviving example of street furniture or signage.  

• The building or structure is important to the streetscape of a historic area.  

 

Environmental significance 
 

• Contributes to the environment of a street or locality by locally valued features, being part 

of a planned layout that has remained intact and or having group value.  

 

Local List Grade 1 & 2 

Local Interest Grade 1 - “of the highest local importance”.  

Something that is one or more of the following: 

1. Widely cherished for its historic, artistic or cultural value; 

2. of defining or fundamental importance to the cultural heritage; 

3. Has outstanding individual merit; or, 

4. Is an outstanding example of its type. 

Grade 1 focuses on what is widely cherished, outstanding, defining or fundamental to the 

Borough’s heritage.    

Examples in Rochdale Borough: 

Rochdale Fire Station and St. Chad’s Steps, Rochdale. 

 

Local Interest Grade 2 - “sufficiently important in its own right, regardless of context or setting”.  

Something that is one or more of the following: 

• Cherished (less widely than Grade 1) for its historic, artistic or cultural value; 

• Of importance to the cultural heritage; 

• Has individual merit; or, 

• Is a fine example of its type. 

Grade 2 focuses on the heritage that is cherished, important or possesses individuality or fine 

quality. Grade 2 may be more specialist or local in interest than Grade 1.  


